This Fetruary, 1982, issue of Hvrizons is notfor sale in Persia,
Ceylon, Siam, or Seveatl Fando~. It is volu~e 43, nu~ber 27 FAPA
nu~ber-lov3, and whole nu~ber 168. Harry %Warner, Jr., 423 Su~~it
Aveiue, sagerstown, l2ryland, 21740, U. S. A., does the typing and
the Coulsons do i€ rest. 3

In tiie Beginning

$“e Fanpasy A~ateur: I hope Nove~bter polling catclies on, although
61 gy regrettable that we were forced to rough it this year without
the assistance of Peeggy Ree's annual index. I stiTl feel there are
too —many categories each year, pernaps  tending to make tie task of
voting see= i-posing enough to keep down marticimation a~vng the
more faint-hearted FAPAns. Tyvographic Oceans: ZEvery ti-e T read
about the terrifying —otor veiicle bYeakdowns which afflict most
fans, I wo .der why they don't adopt ~y recently discovered cure for
~¢chanical troubles. I was encount¥riig flat tires or starter fail-
ure or so—e such trouble several ti-es annually. Two years ago, I
decéided I siouldn't risk any longer anotlier proble—~ wiich —ight oc-
car at _a ti~e and plsce which would create danger to —yself. So I
joimed the Auto Club, in order to be able to get help anywhere.
-Fro~ that day to this one, I hesven't had any difficulty with the car
unless’you count the progressive decay of =y sparkplugs and their
gveatual decease, a situation which I allowed to build up knowingly
so I wouldn't waste even the last feeble spark during the currefit
need for energy conservation. '' 014 age is helpful in™a few —inor
respects. TFor instance, I needn't.svend all that extra —oney on the
hizher prited audiophile records. ¥y hea¥ing has deteriorated far
encuch to make ‘the difference between the- and standard records too
insigiificant :to bother about, as far as =y pe¥ception of the sound
goes. Loc Dave Fugge: I won't repeat the co-—ent of a famous act-
or who sttended a show in which™all the great actors of the day in-
cluding hi~ were p=rodied by co~edians. He ventured the opinion
thethe could nave done a —-ore realistic jobv Hiwself. But I do
claim tne belief that I would have spelled me~ento correctly.giloc
¢i&: I hope sowething co~es of this pronosal to creat a no-f#il1s
worldcon. But worldeons are like ~any other nationalinstitutions:
once they overgrow, it's al-ost i~possible to cut the~ back to size
aid still survive. Newspapers, for instance: they're in the. absurd
condition today of costing less per copy than the publisher pays
for the paper required to print that copy. The ideal —odern daily
newspaper would contain four or six pages of news; nothing else,
priced at whatever figure would nrovide anattractive profit for the
ovners. But people are too accusto~ed to monster newspapers which
are sixty per cent advertising, thirty per ceant non-news. features,
five per cent unnewsy news, and five per cent actual news. The :
public would ignore the very sa~e kind of four-pagers that were the
size of:=o0St of the nation's newspapers for —any decade¥ in the
19th century. Big cities Mave grown t¥o big: travel time beco—es
impossible, criwimnals accurulate 1in unmanageable quantities, no
government depert—ent can cope with tie co~plaint¥ fro- hundreds
of thousands of residents, but when Yeovple begin ~¢vingout of a
big city, as they've been doirg for —any years in »~any wet?opolltan
areas, the difficulties grow —ore acute for those left behind, .not
better. The principal difficulty with a back-to-bawics worldeon, I
suspect, would be the budgeting aId planning proble~s. What sort_
of relations could a worldcon co~~ittee! hnve vwith tie host hotel if
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nobody liad any idea how many persons would show up for the first
worldcon of the .1ew type? Should tie co~—ittee for the worldcon in
tue following year plan for an old style or new style event? Uhat
happens if a thcusand . Stuy Trek fxms show up despite the announce-
—ments of no fring programwing or —ovies? '!'  Neanwhile, I think
Mike snould taink aboutdpplying the sa~e philosophy to fanzine pub-
lishing. I erjoyed tre~etridously the sensational issue of Energu—en
vihich cost "izi~ so —uch tire and -—-oney and -labbr. But I'd —uch rath-
er see-a Sraller genzine published several ti~es:a year by Mike with
fevver nittures arid i—perfect reproduction than one suberzine every
five years. Number Thirteen: I've always thought "feud" ought to
be consicered a sacred fannish word, to be applied only to the —ost
frighténiang and violent extended fights between fans. A si-ple ar-.
gument in an apa or an insulting re~ark can be the start of a feud,:
nct a feud unless the trouble grows to aweso¥e proportions. It's
so~ething like the =isuse of "hoax" in fando~ :to avply to several
iustaneces in wnich this or thet fan wrote a letter or nublished a
fanzine which contained a big lie. 1Iies aren't hoaxes until ttley're
as extensive and laboricus as the Joan Carr affair. Another Re-ark-
able Fanzine: There's only cne difficulty with this business of™
cormunicating cnly to theselect few with the intelligence To co—pre-
hend the artist's hidden —eanings. It spawns entirely too —any un-
talented people who gain a reputation for genius because they signi-
Ty nothing at such length that the arty-farty people assu~e there
must be so~ething tre—endous i~plied -by the art work. "Vagueness is
not to be mistaken for sugzestion, " Joseph Jefferson wrote al-ost a
century ago. He was thiaking about scting, 2ot vriting, but his ep-
izram is still valild as Brandon and Spinrad both have proved to the
uniiypiotized consurmers. Qut of the Ded Forest: Eastem fs'supposed to
co~remorate thne resurrecti-n of Christ, not nils death which is
#zrked by Good Friddy.- The ~obility of those two holidays in the
—odern calemdar is supposed to be a legacy of wien they were sched-
uled to per~it piTzri~s to religiots shrines to travel after dark By
tne light of the moon. " I've already suggested in a newspaper colurn
that Christ~as will "so—e ‘day be switciied to a date in su——er north
of tae Equator, s6 merchants won't lose any holiday shopping business
to blizzards and unduly cold weather, as so~eti~es hanpens Jjust~be-
fore Dece~ber 25. The United States has changed the iioliday commem-
orating the birth of Geerge Washington for si~ilar reasons. '' 1l%ost
street nurbering syste~s in United States cities are based on two
principal intersecting streets as a starting point. Tie first bloTk
of any street intersecting with those two streets has buildings nu-
bered 1 to 100 in the bTock closest to the key street, and the next
block gets buildings nu~ter 101 to 2007and so on. TIn the case of
streets that den't intersect with the —ain ones, numbers are as-
signed as if they extended that far. Tf the city is big enough to
sprawl over a radius -of three or four ~iles, fro— its center, a new
subdivision in a suburb might have streets which begin nowhere and
end nowh&re, stretching ¢nly two or tiree blocks, but they'll get
house numbers in the thousands die to their distance.fro® the start-~
ing poiit of tie nu-bering systew. This-is-a good  system Tn so—e
ways. ~It helps a person to figure out how far out an unfa~iliar ad-
dress —ay be if he's looking“through listings of houses for rent. !
If you're driving in an unfam~iliar city and want to get t© the busi-
ness sction, you drive in whatever direction the hcuse nu~bers grow

saller and eventually youlf¥ eet there. Unfortumately, the systew

isn't adopted everywhere. ‘blderﬁparts of a city —ay retain house
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numbers bestowed on so¥e cther 'syste~ before this ~ethod went into
use. Tnere are proble~s in so—e suburban develop-ents where streets
writhe and twist in all directions instead of running straight. 1In
Manhattan, tiie borough of New York City which attracts most tourists,
east-west streets"are numbered systematically but north-west streets
have~buildings numbered irrationally, requiring appli cation of loga-
rithms to figure out wiiich intersection a nurber on FIfth Avenue or
Broadway is near. To —ake the situation worse, in sowe entirely
rural areas, postal authorities and planners have begun assignilmg
numbers to persons on rural free delivery routes that start at so-e
arbitrary high figure like 20,000 and are bestowed without exact
consideration for distancez. And you can't be sure a city is a big
one fro~ tie fact that so—eone's address in it is 6,456 Main Avenue
because it may be a suburb of a neighboring —etropolitan area wiich
has.its own post office and 'a different na—e. '' I don't~rewe-ber
a separate secretary and treasurer in-FATA's past. The na—e was
probably chosen for the office because it*s descriptive of the dut-
jes involved. 1It's —~ore convenient to co-bine the two offices in
one when.an organization functions through the —ails. Th¥ Books in
My Life: I —eant to follow Jonn's instructions and list =y —ost Te-
cent ecquisitions. But just recently I tvok the latest statk fro-
quaranting in the car to tie spare bed¥oow, they pro—ptly i=wersed
in the ju~ble ~"in wnich they found the—selves, and now nobody Tould
possibly deter~ine wirich is which. " Tre guarantine results fro— the
fact tlat I acquire —ost books im second-hand condition. I leave
them in the car a few weeks so the ligut will kill the silverfish,
tiie. caerbon ~onoxide fro— my rickety auto body will dispose of any
larger insects that =~ight lurk behind a spine, and there wilT be
time for—any#résgs or larvae to Wrtch out. So far, this sytem has
kept.‘tle spare bedroo-s free fro- insect proble-s. '' I sort of ex-
pectec a perscnal purge like tie cne Jolin encountered, both last
year and this year, at tie office where several e~ployes have been
disposed of. I doubt if I would ixve fought: back as John did. I
can't be sure, but I suspect that my survival~om the payroll up to
now ~eans I'1l Le retained until I readh minimum retire~ent age at
the .end of this year, unless I blow up to tite wrong person or begin
migbehaving in so~e other way. Fantasy Coc~—entator: Therse revela-
tions about Robert Duncan Milne »re fascinating and surprising. One
taing should uave been explained fully: was this Argonaut a nurely
local circulation publication, or did it sell conies over a wide
arca? 1 suppose tnere —ust be thousands of fantasy and science fic-
tion stories buried away in old files of nevspaper¥ nubtlished in the
19th century all over the United States. Those I' fa—iliar with,
tiie cnes mublished in thisarea, frequently ran fiction regularly.
Hacerstown area papers see— to have~lifted tkeir:.fietion frow othex
publications but bigger newspapers must ave Boleht a- 1ot ol i roe
loval writers. '! The fog iidex should have one more factor, the
nu~ber of lines in the average peracraph. I can't jmagine why it is
but the averaze reader see~s unable to cove with long peragraphs.

*1 _If Steve Fmbian's statistics are-.correct, tite use of cheap to
refer. to pulp magazines as in Cheap Thrills ‘see~s less valid than
ever.: (Has anyone studied cover prices fro- the pulp era? 1 be-

lieve tue average pulp cost 8P4y than the average slick during the

1920s and. !'30S.) .But I don'{ think the per wordrate for fictlon

hag risen as rapidly as inflation has pushed up —ost other torns of

co-pensation for labor. '' I suspected that the Cavestown which

was —entioned in a previous installment of the White biography was
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actually Cavetown, a s—all tovm eizit or ten ~jles fro~ Hagerstown.
So I ¢id so~e snooping®md sure enough, I found The Willows where
Wwhite.spent so —any sum—ers. It's still known by that na~e and the
present ovmer is aware of tile author's association™with Lis hore,
once.wet hi~, andiias a poem by White about Lis —e~cries of the
nouse hanging framed on a wall. '' I believe the ol& fondness ol
nevispaper~en for alcoholic beverages has ~itigated so—ewhat with the
vassiig. of years. When I went to work for the local newspapers al-
most four degades ago, several staff —embers were roaring drunks on
a regular basis cn the job and others exhibited less conspicuous
clues to raving Lad too ~uch.on a workiug day. I see little of this
a~ong tle younger generation of reporters today and I hear fewer hor-
Tor. Stories about newspaper—en going to the dogs via the BOLtlew < 6
could reiult- from conversion to other forms of drugs and their use
on days off. Faanzine Fanatique: It's curious how two different 1in-
tentions produce similar results. XKeith co—nlains about Star Trek
fanzianes with too high prices. Fro— what I know of that subfandom,
tiose zines are produced with the intention of acquiring tile largestT
possible circulations. Yet there are a few publisn&rs in mainstream
fanzine fandom who ask an exaggerated price for a s~all fanzin€ for
the sole purnose of keeping down circulation, overcharging so most
codies will go to fans the editor wants to have his publication
rather thanthe unknowng who are —ost apt to obtain fanzines by vay-
ing for tiem. Hawai'i: A while back a few fans toyed with the con-
cept tnat all fans are related to one another thrcugh a couple of
ancestors quite a few generations back. Thee .ave bwen quite a few
instances of people encountering one another in fando~ only to dis-
cover a.distant couvinship or so—e non~-blood ties. Staggerwing: 1In
theory I think & bimonthly apa would te a good one, because of quick-
er resrmse ‘via —~ailing co——ents and less™inclination to put ofT the
stert of work on ¥ fanzine for the next mailing than when' the ~all-
ings e~erge only aiaz{&¥Yy. But six FAPA wallings per year would
mean next to no ti—e beieen receint of a bundle avd the deadline
for nublishiag so~ething for the next ~ailing, if —ailings corrtinued
to 'so out two or taree weeks late. It's sardennugh now for —e to
read through & —aiiing and cut stencils in tire to give the Cculsons
a faiT. . a~cunt of ‘leeway -on tieir production work. '' Cause and ef-
feet »Igit work botH ways wihen sO —any DpEIsons die withina year of
retirement. Retire—ent =ight have a bad effect on —any e~ployes'
health. On tie other nand, lots of neonle decide to - Tetire because
tneir health has been deteriorating badly enough to —ake it hard to
hold tne ,0b any loager. 't Tre local newspapers' files were —ic-
rofilmed about a guarter-century ago. I don't noticeany serious
deterioration in the. conditicn of "the oldest ~jcrofilms. So—e have
suffered tears thet —ignt result more fro— —isuse than fro— chianges
in their phnysical condition. About fifteen years #go, tie fir~ that
does the —icrofilming started to use a thinner fil®» which seems more
flexible and less readily da~aged tlan the older ones.did. Siwc®
new copies can be ordered zt any tire fro~ the original microfilms,
deterioration wouldn't see~"to be a serious probler. Ti.e photosraph-
ic image itself doesn't see~ toriange at all and tue 1life expectancy
of any black and white fil—'s image is €xtre—ely long, co—~pared to
the Tew years after which any color -£il~ or print other than Koda-
oarome will fade or chenge hue. Even Kodachro—e lives only a few
decades. Nad Scientist's Digest: I don"t Know now long it would
take ~e to produce a genzine nowadays. Nor—~ally I get the Horizons
stencils cut over a period of five or six eveanings and 1t t=akes an-
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otiier evening or two to glance over tue~ and correct any —istake
wihich is bad enough to distort meaning. I have great difficulty
readifig typed stencils with this ailing pair of eyes and I don't
tiiak I could do a goodproofreading job nowadays even if I felt
4 Re. it 1T eguld fyse-~ore”siencils in aneveming din the sense that
I don't tire of the brainwork involved. But &fter a couple hours at
tie typevriter, my back starts aching and nor~ally only four or fiwve
stencils ‘e~erge fro— that ti~e period. Naturally, a genzine would
require ~ore ti-e because I wouldn't do everything on stencil as-‘a
first draft, the barbarian practice which I inflict on the liorizons
sténcils. . '' I had the Ba*e hospital experience before ~y opera-
tion eleven years ago, a me~ory blank betveen being in —y roo— #nd
waking after the"surgeon had -done his work. I don't know if st~e-
thing they gave =& in =y Too~ knocked —me out before they took we to
the operating roo~ or if my —ewory decided to censor the anestliesia
process.  Philosophical Gas: United States politicians used"to be
as-infor-al as John Bangsund found Sir John Gorton. Within my life-
time, the wife of a United States Presidentused to get on a bus to
ride to a private school about 15 ~iles fro- Hagerstown where their
son was. studying. A bit earlier in this century, . a for~®r Hagers-
town newspaper editor who was then e~ployed by the Balti~ore Sun naid
a visit to another Pre:ident in the White House, talked for a long
time, and wrote nothing nbout his visit excent an editorial on ERiE]
of tie ~atters tihey discussed. '' Rubik's Cube has joined tiue i~-
préasive list of ~odern fads which I haven't experienced. It's
right up there with eating =t lcDonald's, attending a drive-in —ovi¥,
and owning a calculator. ''. John's"list of favorite ¢o-posers see—s
influenced by a preference Torinstru—ental over vocal ~usic. I can't
account otherwise for the o-ission of vpeonle like Wolf and Verdi, or
_toe sixtn-rater category given to Palestrina, Faure, and one or two
others best known or co-nosing for the voice. Jokn h#'s endueh re-
spectable co~pany in iis adriration for Schoenberg to —ake —e real-
ize thst nis =usic ™ust be better tian it sounds. Cognate:™ I
tiousght only baseball players tore tieir rotator cuffs. 1'™ re-
lioved to learn that Rose~ary see~s to be ~getting well, because.it .
is a ~ishap that usually —~eans the end of"a pitc.er's career. '' I
enjoyed tie 1ittle essays by tie lensa me~bers, although it's obvi=
ous- thet atmospheric intelligence doesn't guarantee skilT in writing.
Stawgn: I doa't thiink I could endure a con ifT shetred my roo~ with
Sso—eone else. No =atter how co-natible -tiie ro~mate might bes;-ik-ocl
too tired of fans two or three ti~es each day during a ccn weekend
and I feel the imperutive necessity to get away from all of ther~ for
a ialfiour in =y roo~ in order to recharge endurance batteries or
so~ething. Moonshine: Len's word nicture ot Al Ashley is particular-
ly intere®ting in this install-ent of the ~emoirs. Al see~s neatly
poised in vharacteristics in len's description~between the near-
super~an i~pression he gave toone who knew hir omnly by his fanac in
tne Battle Creek era, and~the mongoloid bungler i-age which Burbee
and leney fixed up for him. I wonder if his incessant talking could
have been a result of his taxi-driving occupation. Taxl drivers
used to share with barbers the revputation of being the —ost obsessive
talkers around the —iddle of this century. It's also nice to see
kind words for /alter J. Daugherty and his vprojects. “Goysy: The con
trip report was in the old tradition and it was welco~e forthat reas-
on, even if it was late. I alsh it had been longer. Vdino~oinen:
Did any of tie seers who used to be written up in tabloids for' their
predictions of tie future, twenty years or so ago, foresee a situa-
-3538-




tion by 1981 which would cause every four-letter word to beco—e ac-
ceptEiEslelsExeent Maipl e M Lof itivepBugss thrh ved>during the swing efra
in popular ~usic. Tiaey apparently got their na~e because of the _
frantic gyrations. they irdulged—inm when they danced to the livelier. -
bands of the day. 1 see~ to reme—ber the jitterbug ter~~being ap-
plied to the more extraverted youngsters of the ti~e no —atter what
tiiey happened to te doing, not just to the~ when they danced. Hbrl-
zons* Xpologies are in order for the second consecutive issue with
a la~e m on this tynewriter. I intended to get it repaired and kent
putting off the task, —ainly because this tynewriter is so heavy and
it's nor—ally such a loxng walk betieen tie nearest available parking
space -and the Underwood agency in Hagerstown. '' After writing™the
Dijckens article an explanetion for his "~agic reel" occurred to me.
He =might have been tlLinking of the artists who painted a long series
vf illustrations on so~e substance which was sewed together to ner-
mit wrapping around a pole at either end and was displsyed by unroll-
ing ornie 'end while the other was being rolled up, to i~part an illus-
ian- of. ~ovement for illustrations. to a travel talk or so~ething of
thal, Sort. .TLe Ra—-bling fgp: , The-Iisting of 'FAZA ©fficials -since
1949 is quite educational. I hadn't realized, for instance, it's
been ‘a dozen straight ye:zrs of a west coast official ethor. My ap-
pearance under thé three other office headings re~inds —e how I've
lopg - thought 1 should beco~e tfficial editor so~e time. I've put: the
molders of " that: ofifice :£o 'so, ~uch.werk that it's omldy fair I should
assume tie labors for a wvhile, and it's one of the few FAPA activit-
ies I naven't experienced over the. years (being on the waiting list
is tie rnly other one I've —issed, I believe). But I*™ reluctant to
take the responsibility unless some day another FAPA =e~ber should
live in Hagerstown or so close that help wwsuld be available in case
something prevented me fro~ gettillg out a —~2iling. There is the addi-
tional proble~ tinat the February —ailing should go out when Hagers-
town is —ost. likely to be suffering fro—~ ice and snow, and parking
near tihe post office in tiiose conditions is usually a night~are.
The Devil's Work: So~ewhere on the atiic is a novel written proba-
bly in the 1930s,- Sugar 'in the Air, which I tnlnk would "qualify as
depictinga scientlst realistically. But I can't re~e~ber the au-
tiaorts: na~e. E, C., Large com~es to —ind in connection witi the book
DEG RS aoco~ncn1ed by apulsating asterisk which™warns ~e that it
probably isn 't right. Damballa: I hope it was a malevolent after-
effect of ais illness that caused Chuck to type that threat halfway
down pege 2. It's a dangerous utterance, the way things are going in
the viorld and nation, particularly if federal authoritles leve access
~to FAPA —ailings. '' If there's no suclH reptile as a swa~p adder,
tine Ox¥ord English Dijctionary co—pilers —ust believe.A. Ccnan Doyle
rather than reality. The crittur is listed theye with a reference 'to
the Sherlock Hol—es story.. '' Here's a probvlem that I usually en-
counter at least once.or t¥Wice in each FAPA —ailing: an anparently
Ynco~plete FAPAzine which may be that way in all copies or only in
mine. M)y copy of Da~balla lacks the splendid Hunt cover and~T'd
li'ke ko, see it if it is. ~i¥sing only fro- -~y cony! rether than frow-
all copies. I have the sa~e Aifficulty with Philosovhical-Gas this-
time: one -side of Une .pmge is blank, John refers to heving discarded
. on¥ stencil, but =y copy has nothlng betvreen vages 635 and 639, so
I'm“uncertaln if all copies are like that. ~"Synapse: SRS cowbuter
ter~inel, not a word processor, on which I'~ suopooed to space cnly
0ilCs; after a sentence. Tine one space has nothing to do with i%s
eglectronics but with the printing industry convention that nor+ally
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leaves tane sa~e a~ount of space beteen tvo words, whether within a
sentsnce or following a period. I don't knvw liow th® convention of
double spacing began for typists. But I re~e-ber so~e oldti~e fans
who ‘got scoldings for ignoring-it in their fanzinés. * ''. Isn't-it---
irrational™for Jack to find sixteen fallacies, non sequitursy and
errors in my opinion on thow the universe began, then to ask ~e for

an opinion on Russian do~ination? I know nothing about Russia but I
tiiink T have as ~uch experience with the universe as the next person.
In“faet. ;L was Te-pted to pointieut in thiese @gerrenbs :that it was
John Huston who was director of Treasure of the Sierra ladre. But if
I*d Peen that rash, Jack would have:cited. three,lecal authopitues;
two schools of nhilosonhy, and a long massage in Aristotle to back up
his clai= that VWalter Huston was director. I often wish™I had an ed-
uestian: ~DeepiStructure: = dohn Heel Isn't aryone I rere~bier ik fal-
do~ during the 1940s. The Fanzine Index fails to list anything
called The Lunarite. Maybe he wis one of the Silaverites who had lit-
tle or no contact with the fandom I was in, or maybe he was one of
those people who exaggerate their past to gain the pioneer reputation.
+*t Tf people who wear hats are bac¢ drivers, there should have been a
major improvement in the highway accident rate, the nu~ber of arrests
on driving charges, and a lowering of insurance costs after the bare-
headed trend swept the nation toward the ~icddle of this century. I
don't tuink statistics will show such changes. I wear a hat outdoors
—ost of tue time and I'll -atch ~y driving record against the unhat=
ted. Tre only redal difference in the hat habit is the fact that so—e
of us heve the co~mon Tense to recognize that a hat keeps you’'cooler
in ot veather and war~er in cold weather, in addition to protecting
egainst the sun's 'glare. Lofgeornost: I doubt if lying about the
coitents of FAPA mailings to postal authorities would be practical,
even if it were —orally acceptable. An official editer who preseiited
postal workers with 65 large identical bundles, each —arked as a —anu-
scri pt, would be automaticall~ suspected. 'v Two Hugos for fanzines
divided at an srbitrary point iato big and s—all circulativit publica-
tions would also cause trouble. How could the worldcon co~mittee
verify an editor's claim that his circulation averages 590 intead of -
600 if 600 ere the dividing point? Much easier to verify would be
division into fanzines whose circulation is ~ore than 50 per™cent
paid and those with less than 50 per cent paid ecirculation: ~ost Tan-
7ines are quickly identifiable as those that are mainly ¢iven awvay or
mainly sold and very few-would be doubtful cases. Phantasy Press: I
have been trying to re~e~ber details and can't, but I see~ to Tecall
so~ecne long ago having met~Percy Wilkinson and identifying ai~ as
real, not a Dale Hart penna~e. '' I like the paragraphs about old
prozine letters. As I've la~ented frequently in the past, the reader
sections of the proZines are the =—ost neglected area of faém history
and there's an &nor—~ous wealth of infor—ation as 'ell as a~use~ent to
te found ‘in them. ' I had several reasons for skivping the —atter in
=y fan history books (uncertzinty about where to get the right to
quote, inaccessibility of some prozines, and the alreacy too0 oSN CUE
manuscripts I was creating) but I should have covered thes topic any-
way. - Yhos: Retired educators se&~ to have considerable difficulty
assuming that new posture. A for-er high school teacher in Fagers-
town enrolled this fall in a course in co~puters at the loeal junior
college. He is €2 and thinks he ~ight want to get into That field, so
heWe “bamiding: up ‘en it.  ='-'7 The "weBSsage-fiFo~ the stans? nalsse e real-
Y7ze now voasistent I'a~ in ~y Ttupidity. I have a vagué notiol e
might sy~bolize everything fro— an ato—'s structure to a £piral nebu-
la. -3540~ -




The Vorst of lMartin

Here Today #nd...
...belng a.- cumulative historical docu~ent covering our hero's Dast
and.—-ore recent ra~ifications.... I3

Modulate to a "Winkle™ yawn. L7

Wiat! -1945! Why -tlie last ti~e any agitation issued fro~ ~e
was during 1939. Toaay ~ust be -~y Groundhog Day. i3

Thosw cobwebs? - ‘/ell, there w—ay be t¥lling strands ox ~y aJ
mall but tioere afin't no gray t.hreads on we-—'ceptln' in -~y hair,
But that's a v sagas e bielEelattedtie ot
§ True! That is an uignviable stack of ~usty smelling unarmswered
majils - Lade an estirate .so~e .~onths ago: 78 letters. fro~..52 me*b¥rs.
Tanned with age tncy are, and forever forgotten.”” Got away fro~ —e
for ‘a veek once. -The —ounting stack fascinated me. ‘Never tried to
put-a, dent in it.

B e Y S inep gla s TRhgE s S AliEt Son s e  PreSS. Lt 'S reqlly
painted grten. I built the stand =~yself. 1It's glrown together with
the crafts—anship of a cabinet ~aker. I lanped the joints and dives,
screved;"tattooed and steweg,;3 it in varnish. Sturdy little thing.

I do admit that during the past fistal year (silent press days)
ther® has been a decrease in the nu-ber of dlsturbances en-the :Lloegal
seismograph. !

Feel Liow s~ooth the finish.

See iiow sturdy?

Ahl™—

Teprites; no‘dhoubis

R INEhA nlace the press on that bench and dash off a p&it papier
for Auld lang Syne.
E This is ~y type barrel Type is kent in a barrel to facilitate
distribution. ;

I've prosecuted the co~pilatiocn of a for~at ™ith disturbing ir—
regulérity before this: co—-plete & pacze or two and then toss the en-
tire —wess out. The prose work co—es easy during "spare" hours.
Maybe I'd better —i~eograph?

Adm—itted! Tor one who used to print like Hell to beco~e Fell
of a printer and mimeograph 1i¥ truly retrogression. - Ah!l But then,
after the die is cast, I have —any and i1volved explanations....

It is written that the association® will sub¥titute the word
frReesiph!!: TOF "Presstyinstleiricognorens. . Griv =y grin;, I, shall
zgrit ~y last t“b teeth and not contribute to this denlor?ble dusk.

Colophon L T
being a spasmotic and vernal avocational e-broidery of facta, dréa—s
and aberrations of one Hdgar Allan Martin: printed for hi- $at the
signe of tne chanthrophy Presse (who necessitates new rollers and
such) and Crushed Wood Cuts, at 56 Ner'ton St., Hartford, Conn., where
the latcih Strlug was purged vith for—-al invitations: and 1010 & edl—
tione could uot be sans the Devil assistance.of one wife, Mary Mede-
leine Suzanne LeFoll Favreau who approxirates an elguteenth 01 g Hon
and a guarter-century, and shews cheering abilities as tyne dwstrlb-
utor...and Janine--Janine spreads ink.

Post Script e 8
Ah} “Se true...type distributor.as.But then "Hello." . gelf introduction
-of the cause, the reason, the what-all. My fault that it has been so
long since a contrlbutlon from iSaid-EdgarT A. :

S'beén nice meeting you all, so long. --Nadelelne.

(Fro— the Spring, 1945_ issue of Sayric)
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Catching Up with Today

§ oAl chronically behindhand on —ost of -y activities. I haven't
caught up with loc-vriting for a couple of decades, I have tottering
stacks of books and ~agazines unread in the spare bedroows, I've been
buytng used records faster than I can get pronerly acquainted with
them, I havea't watciled any of the new 'season's television series,
end I haven't learned yet to enjoy pizzas. So it isn't surprising
that several acquisiticns in 1981 were a Yigger surprise to me than
they are to tie on-tlieir-toes people who =—ade their acquaintance
rigiit away. Ny

Another proble~ is that I can still get starry-eyed over new
creations of science which wost people take lackadaisically. A prire
wxa~ple is how I've reacted to —y new VCR. Both the —undanes™within
my o©rbit and fans see~ to ‘have zccented video recording ®quiprent
cal~ly as an in®vitable developwent which should be asha®ed of it-
self for mot coring sooner. I'm naive enough to feel a massive out-
vreak of -y sense of worder which still hasn't subdided, several
months after acquiring ~y first video cassette recorder. e

It isn't as if it were an"i~pulse purchase which startled —e.
1'd wanted a VCR for a Tong ti—e and I kept putting of f tie decision
to buy one ror what seemed Tike good reasons: nobody could rredict
whether the VHS or Beta for~at will triumph, every audio ~agazine
contained *n its latest issue a news flash™about an additional fea-
ture which VCks would acquire in the next ~onth or two, there were
periodical reports that the televisivn industry would find a way to
precvent VCR users from taping progra=s off the air, litigation was
in progress which could conceivably stop tile sale of cassettes, and
ons firm was predicting a video disc syste which would per—it ht*e
recordilg ian addition to playback. So I was torn between the co——on
sense i~pulse to wait a while longer until tie field settled down and
the irretrievable loss of opportunity to tap® things on television
which ~ight never again beco~& available to —€E.

Bvenbual)y 1latt e thi's ‘@ur—er, "L tame\ Loy Senscs: 1 . realZen.
that I sti 1l wouldn't own an audio tape recorder if I'd waited until
the industry settled on on®& speed and width of tape and reel type.
Despite the dang.er that I ~ight choose a VCR destined to be obsoleted
within a few years, I reasoned that by then, 1 should have a good-
sized collection of "tapes and there would be vlenty of other~owners
of -y type of equipwent with who~ I could trade or purchase —ore
tapes, Jjust as the 78 rpm record has been dead in the co~—ercial
sense for three decades but still is readily available inr“secondhand
sources and turntables revolving at that speed are still —anufac-
tured. So I started looking at VCRs in local stores.™ 1 was startled
at the poor salesmanshin I found in severyl establishments. AT two
stores, tie clerk didn't even offer to de~onstrate. One salesmall
seemed sliocked when I suggested I ~Tght prefer a ~Ore exnensive model
than the one hé was trying to sell =e. -At another place, the.clerk
pati it 6. phre VER a cassette wihich gave terribly inconsistent results,
ranging frow good to unwatchable. ‘But finally I swutig around to the
decision that I preferred so—ething in the VHS system. It is report-
edily outselling the Beta machines by a fair —argim, the way the tape
ts wrapped around its innards 1is so-ewhat less co~plicated which should
mean less strain.on the tape and fewer things to go wrong, and the™
coxt of tape per hour of recording ¥5 sl S el aeses ok finally came
~howe with a Beta-type VCR despite all that reasoning. The thing that
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inspired this perversity wds my belief that-the-Beta —achines ¥eer
to give virtually the sa~e result at either speed. I foresaw myself
taping everything 'm a VIS VCR at the fast speed for a better pic-
ture, resulting -in more expelise and fewer hours of progta~ Der cas-
sette.” Understand, this is -~y personal reaction which may be caused
by my less tnan perfect vision or~the idiosyncracies of the particu-
lar-~cdels I watched and I don't —ean it as a reco~~endation for any
other potential purchasers to go and Wo likewise.

It ;wasn't until I got the VCR ho—e that the sense of wonder over
it e~merged in full force. One thing I still can't get used to is the
si-plicity of its.operation. No —eters to vatch, no levels to set,
no. econtrols to adjust according to the type of tape in use, no A and
B tracks-to keep in =ind, no paper leaderto be careful you don't
try to record on, no confusing jumble of —any wires going into and
out of a long row of jacks. Heaven help us, You don't evenneed to
set tne Tigiht speed for playback because the wachinery auto—atically
¥ets its.own sreed avcording to what I's recorded. ZEven liarder for
~% to ~ccept is how —uch recording ti~e is aveilable fro~ such a
s~all hunk of tape. I look at a partly recorded cassette and the
a~ount which is visible on the feed reel looks as if it'll run out
tn ten: minutes or -so, but it lasts for a.couple of Mours. I also
marvel at tie nrice structure for VCRs. They're admittedly e xpens-
ive. But they cost perhaps two or three per cent oT the price of a
professicnal guality onen reel video tape recorder —eant for sStudio
use, You don't get professional gquality recordings ¢n the~, of
course. - But.a good audio tape deck may cost twenty or thirty ver
cent of tne price of professional-quality audio tape equiprent.

-~ Instead of following —y usual policy of buying na—e brand equip-
ment, I crose a Sears VCR. The results looked as good to™e as the
VCRs sold uncer taoeir —akers' na~es, thhe Sears ~odels are —~ade by
Sanyo which is a reputable firm, and the chances of getting continu-
ing service on a VCR in a re~ote outpost cf civilization like Eagers-
town are better than if I bought fro~ an independent store which
~ight go out of business next year. :I surprised »yself by ~cetting
the thing nooked up and operating vroperly the first tire I tried
with no need to call back for advice, and up to now I haven't had to
use- -y three-year service warranty. The only trouble I've had with
the VCR (except &n irdirect proble— I'1l tell about later on) has
been to conquer —y natural urge to tape everythimg I see listed in
TV Guide. Up to now, I've ~anaged to hold down -y cassette purchases
by taping —ostly “things which aren't sure to be repeated on the tube
within ~y 1lifetime: a Tew favorite series which are now in syndica-
‘tion and —~ay vanish co—pletely in a year or two, plus znything which
is blessed by the pregence of two of -~y obsessions, Ki— Derby and
Julie Andrews. Curiously, I find —yself not taping what I'd thought
‘beforehand I'd surely want, the Metropolitan Opera telecasts. I de-
cided the superi—nosed lettering with translations of the things be-
.ing sung are too distracting. My biggest coup SO far, I sunpose, has
been six or seven of the feature-length lLaurel & Hardy fil—s, which
-By good fortune a Vashington channel began running weekly as Soon as
T bought"theVCR. Tiey were aired at a time when I wasn't ho-e so I
have them complete with cor—ercials. But anunsung virtue of the
VCR is thLe way its auto—atic volume control —etlanis— reducesthe
sound of tie co-mercials to that of the non-co——ercial progra——ing.

: My guilt corplex, which I've explained in Horizons, has re—ained

cooperative for VCR tapings. 1I-feel there's 1Mo moral or legal Bif-

ference between my taping a television program off the air for -y own
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use and my purciase of a used bovk at a second-hand store or yard
sale.  In neither instance does -~y action addto th¥ profit of the
creator. But the book publisher got tie inco~e fro~ the original
sale of the book and doesn't try to “ontrol what happens to it after
that.  The television industry gets —oney in one way or anothe¥y from
everything it puts on the air and shouldn't be concerned with my per-
sonal-use of what 1Tt sends out. The used book will probably be shop-
worn, the binding —y be shakv, and I can exvect a page to be torn or
so~e dogeared, penalties I accept for not paying t.e full nrice for a
new copy. The VCR tape I create won't be as detailed as the telecast
appeared on my television screen"due to the li~itations of the ma-
citine, there will probably be so~e elsctrical imterference, and it's
j~possible to do a perfect Fob of eliringting co—m~ercials or other
interrupticns i. the progra~ because the VCR pause control doesn't
have the instantaneous effect of its audio tape recorder counterpait
and tiae video cassette tape can't be spliced. So Just 1like the book
situgtion, I'm gettiiig @n inferior product for —y —oney.

' This brings me to —y —ain co—plaint about video revordings: the
prizes asked for pre-recorded tapes. Al—ost all of the~ are *ade
fro~ tanings that have already existed for other purposes: co~~ercial
movies made for the tieater, old television programs, athletic events
which sold ad~ission tickets and TV rights, and so tn. But a pre-
recorded video cassette costs perhaps four or five ti~es as —uch as
tae- cost of an equivalent a~vunt of blank tape. A pre-recorded audio
cassette is al~ost always so—cthing that was created snecifically for
lp and cassette and eight-track purposes and its price is usually
about tvice the cost of first-rate blank tape. Right here, I think,
istiie real reason mcst VCR:Ovners aren't buying pre-recorced tapes
and why tihe video disc equiprent has' flopped so spectacularly. -If I
could buy a movie pre-recorded on a video cassette for twice the
a~ount I'd pay for the blank tapeto record It myself, I'd buy the
pre-reecording for its freedom from all the i~perfections which result
from recording off the air. But I won't pay the prices that are be-
ing asked for fil~s and other things which have already been highly
profitable in many previous ways before they went onto video tape.

Tncidentally, I've suffered fro— one proble— since acquiring the
VCR whick I've never heerd any other owner ad~it. It's sfitting atop
the ‘television set where I can see it~fro* the two roo~s in wWhiech T
spend ~ost of =y waking hours when I'w hore, I'm using it al~ost daily
and yet I occasiondlly forget about it. Two or three ti~es, Ifve
turned off the television in the —~iddle of atlate —~ovie becausz I
couldn't lose any —~ore. sleep; thinking wistfully Low nice 1t would be
to enjoy tie rest of the filw, without realizing all I needed to do
wasS insert a cassSette and press a Touple of buttons &n the VCR so I
could see the re~ainder of the film the next day. There haven't been
just two or three instances where I-h~d a terrible struggle deciding
which of two simultaneous TV progra~s I really wanted to watch. It's
apparently a heritage of the conditicned reflex which I'd developed in
the more than twenty years I've liad television in the house, that any-
thing on the tube "Was nere today and gone to—orrow unless by so~e
chance it suould so~eday be rerun. I still can't autowatically react
to the fac¢t that telecasts can now be preserved, even though I know
it pretty well by -now. ~And right nere, T think, is the i~portant thing
about VCRs, the reéason why they're =—uch —ore i~nortant than they're .
given credit for being. A television set with no capability of re-
cording whet it offers is like attending school with only a slate, no
books ‘or paper and pencil for copious note-taking. I think ovmership
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of VCks by ~ost peovle who watch television and their intelligcent
use could force tie broadcasting industry to improve its offerings
eventually. : : =

One simple exa~ple of what I —¥an involves newscasts. They're
preposterously vague, slanted, and —isleading on the national net-
works and considerably #worse on local newscasts. But you don't
recognize the full eXtent of their awfulness when ycu're watching
and listening to them as they co—e over your television set, because
=ost of your attention is occupied by the need to absorb the general
gist-of what:you're hearing .and s¥eing.  .If you video tabe a news- ™
casts and play it back several ti—es, you'll te surprised at the nur-
ber' of examples of bad journalism you'll detect, now that you're
able to concentrate on details rather than the overall substance.
Notice now often the "announcer refery to "sources" or "De~ocrats" or
"public reaction" co~rared to the nu~ber of attributions to ingivid-
uals identified by name, and you'll realize how far ru—or and wedia
ideas lave replaced specific sources as the basis for news. Watch
the expression on the announcer's face #md the nitch of his voice as
he refers to a president or baseball co~~issioner or anyone else in
authority; and you'll quickly understand how these inmuendos can alt-
er the i~pact of what he's saying about them, not to —ention the
pro ability that authority figures will be shown scowling oY in an
unflattering pose on the -screen. Try to think about the se~antic
significance of individual words used in a newscast. For instance,
al~ost always you'll near the announcer say that this or that group
tepk respeonsitllity? “or Meredi tif for a bo-bing or arsvn. . You'll
rarely hear him say that they took the ."bla~e™ or clgi~ed~thelr
guilt" for such tiings. When that happens tir~e after ti~e, the un-
wary listeners gradually are conditioned to consider terrorist activ-
ities creditable and responsible behavior. e :

It's also instructive to watch an episode in a dra~aticS8LvE¥al
ti-es to fird how —~any loose ends and . unexplained angles its plot
suffers from. Most series scriptwriters anpaYently count on the
ranidfire succession of evenwts and the one-tiwme viewing of the epi-
sode to prevent viewers fYo~ noticing what's wrong. 1In all fairness,
syndicated series reruns may be piarticularly bad .in this respect be-
tause stuff nas been cut fro~ them By local stations so there will be
~ore tire available for co-—~ercial —essages than tue evisodes needed
i1 prime time when they were new.” If you tape a basfetball “r foot-
ball ga—e, count the number of ti—es the announcers use a co-——enda-
tory superlative and remafh’. the action associated with eachTuse, to
discover how many of thosé suverlatives are applied to the —ost Trou-
tine plays. Baseball-announcers, fortundtely, are —ore realistic.
= Maybe old age i one cause .of ~y greater delight in the VCR. I
a~ old enough to rere-~ber when tie only way. tff teTevision industry
could record its offerings was the kinoscope syste~ of —aking a con-.
ventionzl —ovie with tane ca~era pointed at a television tube. AT :
that time, there were auth.rities explaining the enor—ousproble~s

~which blocked scientists fro~ creating a.video tape system analogous
to the audio tape wnich had already co—e into general use. Then when
television stations finally acquired video tape equiprent, the audio
magazines explained to readers all the reasons why video recorders
for use in the no—e couldn't be created for prices an average person
could afford: the tape would need to wove so fast, the electronics
would occupy half a Tiving roo—, and so on. So the creation of VCRs
in thetr present form is as —uch a marvel to me as was the Apolly
program after so —any years of reading gcleutific reasons why humans
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couldin’t travel to tine i'oon with rocket »ropulsion (their bodies
couldia't survive tne jolt involved in attaining escane velocity) and
how radiation at certain points just outsice Earth's at~osphere
would be fatal to any spece travelers tough enough to stay it one
piece on the vay out, 20t to —entiun ‘the i~nogsibility of co—unicat-
ing witnu pecvle back iiome Leyond tie heavisice levEl (this was before
the FM era) and various otier objections which seemed quite valid at
one time. It'sgenough to tause a Tellow %o hope tiie’ barriers. to-'scl=
ar power installatioas ia outer space, a colony on the MNoon, and other
coaveEniences will tum out to be less serious than tane experts now
claim. ¥ & 2

After several —onths of .ownership, Ilmven't ~ade -wueh use oL
so~e of —y VCR's capabilities. It hay®w a ~e~ory feature vhich I'm
reluctant to onerate regularly, lest my -own faltering —e~ory circuit
should suffer additional breakdowns fro— lackof use. I haven't put
tae sound fro~ the VCR tirough —y audio equip~ent even though there
is a jack for tihat purpose. But I do kziow that =y VCR doesn't pro-
duce the pPu~piiug effect with-its auto—atic level circuitry that has
bothered me . ith so~e cther —odels. I saw a ~uch —ore expensive one
in operation at tie local junior Tolleze recently and I vas anpalled
at tie hiss that e~erged every ti~e a speaker hesitat¥d for even.the
briefest instant bet een words. I doa't feel in the —ood to buy a
ca~era for the VCR. The ca—eras are frightfully expensive, the VCR
is too heavy to~carry around conveniently, there's no way to create
a good show fro~ what I'd get with the ca—era without co—plicated
dubbing procedures with the help of another VCR, and it csee—s —ore
seasible to buy a fairly g¢ovd super-8 sound ca—era if I decide there
are tiiings going on arcund me thet I vant to preserve. The way tlie
industry is progressing, this VCR will- probably be obsoleted by im-
provements and develop-ents in the field within six years or so. By
tiien I'1]l either be in no condition to use a VCR or ready to acquire
. vine of the uew wohders which, I hope, wi'l be able to edit out co~-
mercials wnen recording unattended a television show, Will have a
button whiech will nrevent the laugh track-fro— a. sitco~ fro~ reaching
the audio part of tine tape, and will be able to record on ticker tape
at a considerable saving to.tiie user. =

It wasn't —any veeks after I'd bcught this —echine that I had a
special sort ¢f bad experience wiiich iad co—e cnly once before, four-
teen years earlier. I saw tae picture on ~y television set g¥ow fuz-
zy, lose contrast, and change fro— a positive to a™mnegative i~age.”™ 1
was pretty sure, even before I called tie service —au, tihat the sa—~e
thilg ¢d happened i 1981 that I'd wetched with dis-ay in 1967, the
fifal-Aponies @fta pichure| bube: ~~ As® it tuFmied out; T was richio ol
didn't need —uch ti—e to decide wiust to do. ~Tre bill for a new vic-
ture tube, labor of installation, and adjust~ents of other co—-ponents
affected by the climnge would b about 3200. The TV set was fourteen
years old and .iad been &iving —e increasing trouble with burned out
tub®s and other maladies the past tvo or three years. "‘A technician
whom I trust advised me that the high voltace transfor—ar in this
rarticular make and *odel of TV sets has a habit of burning out after
about ten years, so mine was overdue to go and rerlace~ent would be
expensive. If I had the old set repaired, I would soon need to buy a
converter for the extra channels which tlie local cable plans to pro-
vide custo~mers. The service —an's call for the burned out tube would
be free if I bougcht a new sét as a result. The store where he works
was offering a free s—all black and white set with the nurchase of a
25-inch color console just then and I1'd been planning to buy one of
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those little TVs for watching c.annels not available on ‘the cable and-
as a backup vwilen tie big set goes blooie. "~I'd also save a few bucks
each year on =y electricity bill, because —odern transistorized TVs

co .su~e —uch less power than =y old tube —odel.

'So tiais time I Adidn't shop around, instead going back to the
place which had sold -y old set to —e fourteen years ago. The only
change I could see there was slightly older appearance of the couple
WO 'tun it end "the acquisition of a-dog tiEt growled'at —e until re-
alizing tlat I was a customer, not just so~eone who would look around
without buying. A1l I needed to do was decide which 25-inch console
Luanbieds ' “Wavbe 4t momildi*bhe” ~ore scnsiblesoiuse ‘a s~aller one -fora
house where I nor—~ally watch alone, but I'm"used to a big one. At
this point I encountered once again a phenomenon wWhich —ight 'be local
or national, for all T know. I have long felt that hardly anyone in
Hegerstown adjusts the television set properly for tie best picture.
I like a television picture which follows the guidelines for a good
photographic print. There s .ould be a long range of tonal contrast,
from the .lightest to carkest areas, but details should be visible in
both .highlights and shadowed areas. Tre blacks should not be greyish
black, but coal black. Faces should not consist of eyeballs and nos-
tril apertures ina blefxc surroundings. The picture shouldn't lvok
as if it were sub~erged in dirty dishwater. But al~ost every to~e T
enter and every television set I see running in a store shows —e a
different sort of television nicture, with the contrast control set
for Iow. ang*'the brightngss control ‘turned up.too hitgh. " I-can't reé=
—me~ber if so—eone told me or if T read It, hut the cnly explanation
of this h-bit which has reached me ' claimed it's a uceless survival
fro~ the earliest years of television, when dealers and et owners
adjusted tieir sets Tor this:kind:cof picture te.nide as —uch as'pos-
sible tie fierce a—vunt of snow and electrical interference that pre-
vailed before trans~itters, sets and antennas beca~e —~ore powerful.
Tihe store I was visiting was following the custo~ (I don't watch tel-
evision when I goto other areasso I con't know if it's tliat way
ecverywhere) and I &iscovered so-ething else. After I eli~inated all
but tvo —ocels fro—- consideration, I looked at their screens. They
were tuned to the sa~e channel, tae ¢ontrast and brightness were just
about tie sa~e on both sets, and the clerk thought I should buy the
cheaper one if I didn't ~%nd turning a channel selector instead of
having a pushbutton system of changing channels. But the faces on
tile soapopera characters on the =creen of the cheaper set were per-
fectly unifor— in appearance in tne fully lit areas and in tLe shadow
areas they were gray with little or no color visible; on the —ore ex-
pensive set, you could see gradations in'skin tone between the fore-
heads and the cheeks and the color o7 the skin was clearly visible
where shadowed. I pointed this out to the clerk and she just couldn't
see. it.. Ly vision is worse tial average So i cobE diht. havetbeen #y
physical abilities tiet caused —e to notice the superior nature of
the ~ore exvensive set's picture. I bought that one. When we went
to the office to settle up, I was touched by the dog's cc~ing to —e,
lying down at my feet, and putting its hea® on -~y shoe. " It wasn't
until I was out on the street, walking to —y car, that I noticed he
bad eaten part of one of ~y shoes. _ : 2 A

This new television set doesn't represént the guantu~ Teap in
scientific wonders that the VCR does, since it's an i~provevent on
something I'm familiar with, not an entirely new toy for me. Never-
theless, the o0ld sense of wonder got —~ore exercise wlen it was deliv-
ered. after I'd adjusted tle controls té wrovide the kind of pietare
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when.it

I prefer, I was greatly i~pressed by Its quality. TIt's hard to co--
pare a present impression with the —~e~ory ofhow so~etiing was more
than a  decade earlier, but I don't rewe-ber =y o0ld set as having done
nearly as well when it was new. The new set has auto—atic fine tun-
ing, a godsend for a person who has suffered-for years fro~ a set
whose increasing age resulted in a need for —anually changing the
fi.e tuning aTter it war-ed up. I was less ecstatic when™I discov=
ered there's no horizontal hold control, but the service —an told -e
jt's no-longer needed and so far he :ias been correct. 17y ears are
acco-nanying =~y eyes in the gradual desceit in onerating condition,
so it was nice to discover thst tie 7ew set can produce —uch greater
volu—e ¢f Tound than the cld one did. It's convenient to be able to
clange fro~ one channel to another without running through those in-
bet=€en the two. And perhaps the strangest thing about 21l this is
tne fact that large television sets haven't followed the inflationary
trend like ~ost =erchandise. If I rere-ber correctly, I vpaid about
thirty per cent —ore for this set tran I did for the old one, an in-
flation rate of about two ner cent ver year without taking into con-
sideration the i~prove—ents in technology. A

But 10t everything is perfect in anything~in this i-perfect
world. One ~ther comntrol which is -issing fro— the new set should
be there, a tone “ontrol. I know thet the television industry u-es
only the —oxt primitive type of tone controls wnich do nothing but
chop off sv—e of tne iighs if rotated to the—"bass" positionz™" But
even tinis —uch of a control is useful for ta—ing so—e progra~—ing ,
which 'is particularly shrill. Maybe I'11 settTe eventually for play-
ing-the telévision with tie scund corving fro— -y audio equip-ent. "A
less serious matter is the Mauto~atic light seumsor" which according
to the isstructions that-ca~e with the set is —eant "to give you a
pleasing picture unéer varying light congltione, ¥ ThHis Finy=elt: T
tae cabinet's front can be a nuisance under certain circumstances be-
cause the picture changes too noticeably in daytire if tie€.sun keeps
goiig benind clouds and e—erging again, and after daark I st-eti¥es
accidentally cause the picture to adjust iteell " by —ovilg mysaly BN
so~e othLer area of =~y anato~y into the direct path of "the bea— fro~
tie floorlight. It vould be, easy enough to fasten so~etling opaque
over the geiscgs cell but it would be unsightly. There should be a
switen to turn it off when not-wanted. : e

Unfortunately, I dassn't be snecific or detailed about one i=-
probable capability of the set. I have only partial co—nrehension of
the forces which are at work to create the circu~¥tances. But without
doing anything illegal or inventing so~ething, I'— getting things on
this set which theoretically aren't available In Hagerstown. I den™*g
feel like saying —ore because tne dedscrintion ~ight affect tlie situ-
ation. That dealer in second-hand books at the nearby flea —arket
whom I Gescribed at length in liorizons never showed up again after
tihat issue anpewired and ‘I've beco-e suverstitious.

one other —uch less exnensive video-related purchase during this
year can be safely ¥xplained at length. Sguirrels repeatedly broke
the leadin wire fro- =y rovfton antenna, Torcing —e to o to cable
tvio yer:rs ago. This gave —e better recention than previously on a
couple of cuannels, and a couple of satellite channels thich can't
be picked up with a rooftop antenna. But it also cost e ability to
see So—e o ther channels. In —ost cities, the cable gives cusSto—ers
everything they got fro- tneir own antenma and ~ore~but it isn't that
way -in Hagerstown. A rooftop antenna aimed at a co~promis¥ direction
between Balti~ore and Washington will usually provide a ho—e with good
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reception  of tne 'seven VHE stations in those cities, and fair to
good nictures from two UHF stations there. Hegerstovn's tro UHF
stations rave tleir trans~itters in a different directivn but they
are close enough to be received on the sa~e antenna in ~osthores.
If tie antenna is equipped with a rotator, a half-dozen or —ore oth-
er stati-ns.can be picked up, tie nu-~ber denendi:ig on the height of
the ..ouse and tie lay.of tie land in each particular location. But
tiie local geble systew is set up for ovly the dozen VHF chsnnels. It
gradually dropped so-e of those Balti~ore stations so it could run
via satellite an all-news channel and an all-sports channel, and it
took.over another ciannel for HBC's subscrivtion service. Thi¥ has
caused all sorts of proble—~s. .It used to be possible to be al~ost
tertain of seeing any neétwork progra~, because iTa station in Balti-
more or washington preempted it for other progra~—ing, it was avail-
able on the network's station in the other city. So—e syndicated
series .are siown only on stations which aren't on the cable. So—e
viewers got anery because they could no longer have the news or the
weather Teltivered by favorite local amnouncers. Just recently, the
cable co~pany snnounced nlans to rewire the city and upgrade itself
to a 35-channe€l operation by the end cf 1983, which was why I wanted
to ~ake sure —y new tv set would have built-in caltl®i channels capa-
b ida By ! , ; : &

But weenwhile, the worst th’:.g about the change fro— antenna to
cable for —e was. tie .fact tihat tie Philadelphia Phillies' ga—es are
carried on channels which I cculd g&t with the antenna but aren't
carried by tine cable. Trhe first su~mer I was on c&ble, the Philliwes'
Sunday afternoon ga~es were inserted vhere a Balti~ore station nor-
ally .appears oi the cable, But n»icture and sound quality were abys—al
and in this -“ost recent su~—er, the cable didn't offer any of the
FPhililies' -ga~es. , =

_ I knew there was 0 nope of Yei'g =ble to bick up the portion of
the Dhillids' scinedule which is telecast at night via a ULEF 'station
about a hundred —iles fro~ here, withcut a first-rate rooftop antel-
na. But I ti ought I =igut te able to get the Sunday afternoon ga~es
over a VEF channel which I'd seen in use on several of those tiny
portable sets with only rabbitears antenna. One day, I noticed in
TV Guide a K lMart advertise—ent for an inexpensive antenna which is
consigerably bigger than tie variety that sit atop tie televisionset
but aot es bulky as the rooftop type. I thought it ~Ight enable me
to-watech tie Phillies.~n Sundays if I attached it to.—y tv set after
removing the chble wires. But wien I tried to purchese one at the
local i. Mart, the clerk was stern and i~placable. H& pointed to the
advertised anterma which was on display aad advised me that he would
not. sell it to —e. or enyone else because it wouldn't be any use in
Hagerstown for eny. stations excent the two local one¥ which you can
get with notiing at all attached to your antenna ter—inals. He was
sending tais marticular one back to iesdquarteY¥s so people would stop
trying tc buy it. I didn't see #@ l-wyer or rowplain to —y senator,
but I wasn't coavinced. I experi~ented with -~y tv set, takiang off the
cable connection and attaching an antediluvian set ©uf rabbit ears T. .
once used for an Fi- radio, and also testing a medium-sized length of.
wire in various positicns. I couldn't zet a clearpicture or undis-
torted sound on the Faillies' VHE channel but I ca—e. lose: encugh to
decide I should ga—ble on the price of an entenna which I could.-set
up ianside tie unouse. I tried to buy one like the K Mart type at sev-
eral other local stores. ‘'/herever I went, I got the same rejection
and tile varning thart it can't be done in Hagerstown. There was only
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one re~ainiag subterfuge: I cheated. After being indignantly reject-
ed in -y atte~nt to buy this sort of antenna at the local Montgo—ery
Ward store, I went to the cataldg order desk amd gave the clerk in-
structions on what I wanted fro— the spring-su-—er Big Book. She
acted for a while as if she viere ready to call higher authority, but
finally she accepted ®y order. A few ¥ay¥ later the antenna arrived,
and I carried it fro~ tie store with my most inn®cent "look on ¥
face but —~y —ost severe twiages of coanscience in many —onths in =y
cortex, subconscious, superego, and assorted other places.

e Rheieibtwas o 1hotall it ol thie atslc: sineer it would be pos-
sitle to run the wire {nconspicuously along the side of the stair-
case, then’ under sote rugs to the vieinity of the television set.. . BUt
I couldn't rait to see if it vorked, attached the ends cof the leadin
to the set's antenna ter~inals after rewovimng the cable connection .
while the antenna reposed on tine livindg roo~ floor, and. I found a
watchable b cture in colo¥ with good sound on the Phillies' channel.
What's —ore, lester experimentation produced a Yrepost&rous result:
that very spot in ti.e center of 'the 1iving roor gave me BlEMLERISRECEDS
tion tian anywhere else inside tiie hous®, even on the upper floors.
So T si~ply added ti.e antenna to the ju—ble 'n one cof tlie spare bed-
rooms six days a veck and connected it up each Sunday afternoon ex-
cept when tie strike wiped out —ajor league baseball.

If I live tirough the su~~er of 1982 and the Phillies don't
switch to another ciasnnel, I'1l nrobably use the s—all blsck and
waite set for watchiag them and reserve the indoor antenna for use
with ti.e VCx vhenever I feel I —ust nreserve so—ething on an uncatled
ciiannel. I hope nobody reading tiis account betrays —e and informs
the radio-television. depart—ent of any large Hagerstown store how T
went beuird tileir backs, preferring tiie Phillies to honor.

Yet anotner acquisiticn during 1981 was —uch less wxnensive than
tie- television set ané VCR. TFor so~e ti~e, T™ve found —yself in-
creasingly reluctant to take =y tvo good 35 ~m ca~eras out of the
tiouse, excent when I have so—e p*rticular photosrsiphic purpose in
~inmd. I used to carry one with me —uth of the ti~e, just in cas®
so~etL g turned up. But the less I'— seen with an exvnensive ca—~era,
tie less opportunity the Devil will have to suggest larcenous things
to so—eone around nere. So I've been wanting a ca~era which T could
use for casual snapshot purposes, which wouldn't represent a ~&jor
loss if. it siould be stolen. Arourd. the —iddle of this year, many
advertise-ents in the photosraphy ~agazines offered a 110 Vivitar™
camera which ied just been discontinued at bargain prices. The man-
ufacturer apparently unloadedits inventory of the 742XI because of
the new fad for autowatic film advance~in these little ca—eras. I
have encugh spare ti—-e to push the fil* advance ¥fter each shutter
release, s0 Ibought one. It pITeases —e as a ca—era and it also
stageers ~y imagiativn as a sy—bolof how science nas influenced ev-
en —odestly priced cameras in recent years. e

For instance, about trenty years ago I acquired —y i pst-eteie=i;
tronic flash unit, which ca~e free as a bonus to me for purchasing ~y
Contax. I see~ toreme~ber that its retail price was around 550, not
much different from the price I maid for this Vivitar after two dec-
ades of inflation. That old flash unit was about the size of a quar-
to book ané two or tiree tiwes as thick, it gobbled up large batter-
ies at a prodigioux rate, and tire flash nhead itself was about three
ti-es the size of my new .110 ca~era. It 11ad no provision for Thang-
i3g its ligat output. Around the sa—e ti—e, I began to use a ~uch
more expensive electronic flash unit on the job with the Speed Graph-
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lc. Its power pack weighed about ten noun?s and forced ~e to stageer
along crabwise when it-was hanging around -~y neck because of its
sideway pull, the head weighed al-~ost as —uch as the Granhic, but at
least it could be adjusted to give either full power or .alf power,
1y Vivitar camera—has an electronic flash unit built into its™body
but the entire ca~era can easily sl p i-to a coat pocket. Ad—ittedly
it doesn't have as =uch light vproduction as the huge older equip-ent
I once used, but it will cover things to a distance of about forty
feet with ASA 400 film, not bad perfor—ance. MNoreover, t..e a~ount
of light whiclh it puts out is governed by what you're focused on,
so you'!ll get Pproper exposure vhether you're foci:ging on so~ething
at that —aximum distanc® or #n object only tiree or four feet away.
I adjusted the diaphragm on =~y Contax and Graphic to get prorer ex-
posure with the old electronic flash units, exc®pt when I forget to.
It's a.good thing I needn't adjust the diaphrage on the Vivit¥r be-
cause it doesn't have one. (This isn't a cost-cutting econo~y; the
gxtremely expensive Minox ca~eras that started the 110 idea also had
no provision for stopping down the lens fro~ —axiwum aperture.)
" .. With the Graphic, I either guessed or carried along an exposure
meter, when I took spictures without flash. My Contax has a built-in
meter but it still requires thephotourapher to adjust tliings after
receiviiig this- device's advice on tie proper exposure. My tiny Vivi-
tar has its own metho¢ of setting the shutter speed auto~aticzmlly
waen flash isn't used, denending ' n lizht conditions. All T =—ust do
to —make sure of proper exposure is to re—e~ber not to let a finger
stray to where it will block tiae tiny opening for the senstr when I'm
taking a victure. You couldn't buy a dependable exposure —~eter for
less than about ;25 in the pre-inflastion days of a quarter-century
ago, and those were t.e seleniu~ type which weren't as sensitive in
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